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Public  Health  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 

Old  Hill,  Staffs. 

November,  1945. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1944,  in  which  is  incorporated  the  Report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  was  nothing  outstanding 
during  the  year  which  calls  for  special  comment.  The  birth  rate 
was  21.57,  the  death  rate  9.66,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate 
53.91.  331  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  compared 

with  481  in  the  previous  year.  The  routine  work  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  was  carried  out  satisfactorily,  and  I  am  grateful  to  my  staff 
for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  .Education  Committee,  I 
again  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  for  their 
help  and  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  ASKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and 

School  Medical  Officer. 


-STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  — 

FRANK  ASKER,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  — 

IRENE  D.  M.  F.  C.  HASTILOW,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Birm.). 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Lon.) ,  D.P.H.  (Birm.) ,  D.R.C.O.G. 
(Eng.),  D.C.H.  (R.C.P.  &  S.). 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (part-time)  :  — 

A.  M.  DUFF,  M.B.,  B.C.L.,  B.A.O. 

Consulting*  Obstetric  Specialist  (part-time)  :  — 

W.  E.  BARNIE-ADSHEAD,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S. 

Aural  Surgeon  (part-time)  :  — 

C.  L.  WALKER,  F.R.C.S.  (Ed.). 

Dental  Officer:  — 

L.  H.  THOMPSON,  L.D.S. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  — 

ALEC  LONGFELLOW,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C., 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Diploma  of  the 
Institute  of  Public  Cleansing,  Honours  in  Plumbing  and 
Sanitary  Science  of  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors:  — 

W.  WOOLDRIDGE,  M.  S.  I.  A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate. 

REGINALD  HEATH,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
LEONARD  COOMBES,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate. 
GEORGE  FLETCHER,  Pupil  Assistant.  (Left  for  National 
work,  13th  November,  1944). 

Health  Visitors  (who  are  also  School  Nurses)  :  — 

N.  E.  CHILTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.(On  Active  Service). 
T.  BELLAMY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C.  (On  Active  Service). 

(Resigned  September,  1944). 

A.  E.  DOLLMAN  (nee  Hallam),  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  A.  FELLOWS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  H.V.C. 

A.  M.  WALTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.S.I.,  H.V.C. 

M.  I.  SALT,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.C. 


School  N urse :  — 

A.  M.  GILLIVER,  S.R.N. 
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Municipal  Midwives  : — 

F.  NORWOOD,  S.C.M. 

S.  E.  RANN,  S.C.M. 

M.  A.  ROSE,  S.C.M.  (Resigned  31st  October,  1944). 

}.  M.  STALEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

B.  M.  WEBBER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

H.  M.  GREPE,  S.C.M. 

M.  C.  McGINLEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

S.  F.  W  FI  ITT  ALL,  S.C.M.  (Resigned  30th  September,  1944). 
A.  L.  CROSS,  S.R.N.,  F.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Commenced  1st 
November,  1944). 


Clerks  : — 

D.  MORGAN  A 

(Transferred  from  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspector’s  Office, 
July,  1944). 

M.' FORREST 
( Resigned ,  February , 

1944). 

M.  ROUND 

I.  E.  ROUND 
G.  JONES 
(Commenced,  June, 

1944). 

J.  BELL 

(Transferred  to  Industry, 
October,  1944). 

E.  D.  PRIEST 
(Transferred  to  Industry, 
May,  1942). 

V.  DUNN 

(Transferred  to  H.M.F., 
August,  1943)  ) 


Whole-time  jointly  with  School 
Medical  Department. 


HAZEL  TYLER  (Mrs.) 

(Commenced  31st  May, 

1944). 

IRIS  JONES  (Miss) 

(Commenced  1st  fuly, 

1944). 

D.  M.  WEBSTER  (Miss) 

(Transferred  to  wrork  of 
National  Importance,  Feb 
ruary,  1943). 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


>  Whole-time  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Clerks. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,828 

Population,  Census  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,235 

Estimated  mid-year,  1944  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,620 

Number  of  houses  (end  of  1944)  according  to  Rate 

Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,950 

Rateable  Value  at  December,  1944  ...  ...  ...  yjl75,7l2 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  at  31st  March, 

1944,  gross  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^683  3  8 


Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  at  31st  December, 

1944,  gross 

. 

^684 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  ... 

962 

520 

442 

Illegitimate 

21 

13 

8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estim¬ 

ated  resident  population 

21.547 

Still  Births 

35 

22 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still  births) 

35.60 

Death 

441 

236 

205 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estim¬ 

ated  resident  population 

9.66 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 

General’s  short  list)  : 

Rate  per  1 , 

000  total 

Total 

(live  and  still  births) 

No.  29.  Puerperal  and  Post- Abortion 

Sepsis 

...  Nil 

Nil 

No,  30.  Other  maternal  causes 

...  Nil 

Nil 

'Total 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 

year  of  age 

: - 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

...  ... 

53.91 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate 

live  births 

53.01 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

95.238 

Deaths  from:  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

...  ... 

1 

Measles  (all  ages) 

.  .  .  ... 

...  ... 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

age)  ... 

...  ... 

'  3 

Diphtheria 

...  ... 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  births  accredited  to  Rowley  Regis  during  the  year 
under  review  was  983,  an  increase  of  12  on  the  preceding  year. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  area  was  21.547,  which  figure  is  higher  than 
that  of  the  whole  country  (viz.,  17.6).  Of  these  983  births,  21 
were  illegitimate  (13  male  and  8  female).  The  majority  of  births 
were  attended  by  Municipal  Midwives. 

WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 

There  are  two  War-time  Nurseries  open  in  the  Borough  — 
these  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  children  who  attended 
regularly.  They  have  been  inspected  at  regular  intervals  and  the 
health  of  the  children  carefully  supervised.  It  was  feared  that, 
with  all  these  young  children  congregating  together,  their  health 
might  be  endangered  by  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  but  this 
fear  was  found  to  be  groundless.  In  addition  to  caring  for  these 
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youngsters,  the  nurseries  have  provided  young  probationers  with 
a  sound  training  in  child  care.  Both  Nurseries  were  provisionally 
affiliated  to  the  National  wSociety  of  Children’s  Nurseries  in  1944, 
and  a  course  of  training  for  students  was  submitted  and  approved. 


REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 

DEATH  IN  THIS  AREA. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

ALL  CAUSES 

236 

205 

441 

Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fevers 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

16 

6 

22 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

5 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— - 

— 

Influenza 

4 

1 

5 

Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph. 

— 

1 

1 

Ac.  Inf.  enceph. 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  Oesph  (M),  Uterus  (F) 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

7 

12 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

9 

9 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites... 

17 

8 

25 

Diabetes 

— 

4 

4 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

12 

21 

33 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  disease  ... 

55 

61 

116 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

10 

15 

Bronchitis 

24 

13 

37 

Pneumonia 

8 

5 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

~ 

3 

Ulcer  ot  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

5 

8 

Nephritis 

3 

5 

8 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

6 

2 

8 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant,  dis.  ... 

13 

10 

23 

Suicide 

4 

4 

8 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

5 

— 

5 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

3 

10 

All  other  causes 

26 

20 

46 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year: — 

I  otal  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  * 

32 

21 

53 

Legitimate  ... 

31 

20 

51 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 
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general  remarks  on  the  death  rate. 

441  deaths  were  recorded  for  Rowley  Regis  in  1944.  The 
general  death  rate  showed  a  decrease,  viz.,  9.6(3  as  compared  with 
10.5  in  1943.  The  highest  number  of  deaths  were  attributable  to 
the  following  causes:  — 

Heart  Disease  ...  116 

Cancer  ...  ...  52 

ABNORMAL  SICKNESS  OR  MORTALITY. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during*  the 
year,  nor  have  the  occupations  or  environment  of  the  district  had 
any  demonstrably  detrimental  effect  upon  the  public  health. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  deal  with  these  matters  in  this  Report 
as  they  remain  unchanged  from  previous  years. 

MATERNITY  AMO  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(a)  Maternal  Mortality:  No  maternal  deaths  have  occurred  during 

the  year. 

(b)  infantile  Mortality:  53  deaths  were  registered  in  children 

under  1  year — the  infantile  mortality  rate  of  53.91  was  some¬ 
what  higher  than  the  figure  for  1943,  which  was  43.25. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

D  uring  the  year  under  review,  three  notifications  of  Puer¬ 
peral  Pyrexia  were  received.  Two  of  the  patients  were  admitted 
to  hospital  for  treatment.  In  the  other  case,  facilities  were  avail¬ 
able  at  home  for  all  necessary  treatment.  The  case  rate  per  1,000 
is  best  expressed  in  relation  to  the  number  of  births  (live  and  still) 
registered  rather  than  to  the  population,  and  when  calculated  on 
this  basis,  is  2.946.  This  figure  compares  favourably  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales — 10.34. 

MIDWIVES. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  supervision  of  the  Municipal  Mid¬ 
wives  was  undertaken  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer.  Routine 
visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out,  the  bags  and  instruments 
examined,  and  their  registers  and  records  inspected.  During  the 
year  1 5  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practice  in  the 
Borough,  5  of  which  were  practising  in  a  private  capacity.  Of  the 
718  eases  dealt  with  in  Rowley  Regis,  633  were  attended  by 
Municipal  Midwives  as  midwives,  and  85  as  Maternity  Nurses. 
133  cases  were  attended  by  private  midwives.  The  average  num¬ 
ber  of  eases  taken  by  each  Municipal  Midwife  was  approximately 
89. 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  either  on  account  of  the  mothei 
or  infants  in  229  cases. 
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During  the  year,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  for  the  municipal  midwives  to 
receive  training  in  the  administration  of  Gas  and  Air. 

HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  Local  Authority  normally  maintains  a  staff  of  6  Health 
Visitors  with  combined  duties  of  School  Nurses.  During  this  year 
there  was  an  average  of  5  employed.  The  table  below  gives  a 
summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  1944:  — 


Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Total. 

Expectant  Mothers  ... 

67 

21 

88 

Live  Births 

1072 

1959 

3031 

Children  1  to  5  years... 

37 

4327 

4364 

Still  Births 

44 

— 

44 

Infant  Deaths 

29 

— 

29 

Maternal  Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

2 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

Diptheria 

2 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

— 

4 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

— • 

3 

Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  :  County  Council 

58 

301 

359 

Local  Authority 

8 

30 

38 

Measles 

20 

— 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

— 

28 

Miscellaneous 

346 

33 

379 

1721 

6671 

8392 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  was 
8,392,  which  is  an  increase  of  over  3,000  visits  against  last  year. 


CARE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  BABIES. 

An  arrangement  was  made  in  conjunction  with  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council,  whereby  the  care  of  illegitimate  babies  in 
the  Borough  was  undertaken  by  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Associa- 
tion  for  Moral  Welfare  work.  All  cases  were  followed  up  m 
co-operation1  with  the  Health  Visitors,  and  unmarried  mothers 
were  advised  to  bring  their  babies  to  the  Welfare  Centres  for 
observation. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  BABIES. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  Circular 
20/44,  special  equipment  for  loan  in  cases  where  a  premature  baby 
is  to  be  nursed  at  home,  were  put  on  order.  Arrangements  were 
also  made  for  equipping  an  ambulance  with  heated  basket, 
oxygen,  etc.  Heath  Visitors  visited  Sorrento  Maternity  Home, 
Birmingham,  for  instruction  in  modern  methods  of  care  for  pre¬ 
mature  infants.  As  most  of  the  Municipal  Midwives  had  done 
recent  post-certificate  resident  courses  at  Sorrento,  it  was  not 
thought  necessary  to  send  them  for  further  instruction. 
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HOME  HELPS. 

A  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home  Helps  was  brought  into 
operation  during  the  year.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding 
suitable  women,  only  two  were  engaged  for  this1  work  during  the 
year,  1944. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

One  child  was  on  the  register  in  1944.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  the  person  designated  to  receive  the  necessary  notices, 
and  the  Health  Visitors  visit  such  children  under  the  statute. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Four  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  and  maintained  by 
the  Council;  seven  sessions  being  held  weekly.  Two  nurses  and 
a  doctor  are  in  attendance  at  the  Centres,  and  are  assisted  by 
Voluntary  Helpers,  and  here  I  take  this  opportunity  of  placing- 
on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  undertaken  by  these  ladies, 
and  would  like  to  say  how  much  their  services  are  appreciated  by 
the  mothers  and  staff. 

(a)  The  total  number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who  on  the  date 
of  their  first  attendance  were:  — 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  ...  1212 

(ii)  Over  1  year  of  age  ...  231 

(b)  The  total  number  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  who 
attended  at  the  Centres  during  the  year,  and  who  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were:  — 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  ...  878 

(ii)  Over  1  year  of  age  ...  1230 

(c)  The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Centres  was  15,905, 
as  compared  with  12,761  last  year. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

There  are  three  Clinics  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  which  Ante-Natal  work  is  carried  out.  The  statistics  of 
attendances  and  work  done  are  given  below:  — 


Year  1944 

Year  1943 

(i)  No.  of  cases 

615 

693 

(ii)  No.  of  sessions  held 

116 

93 

(iii)  Total  attendances 

2757 

2508 

(iv)  Average  attendances 

per 

session 

24 

27 

Facilities  exist  for  providing  dental  treatment,  extra  nourish¬ 
ment,  etc.,  and  all  expectant  mothers  have  been  urged  to  take 
advantage  of  these  facilities  and  of  the  vitamin  supplements  pro¬ 
vided  under  the  National  Scheme. 


POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 

These  have  continued  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics.  The  attendances  for  the  year  were  52.  (In  pre¬ 
vious  years,  this  figure  was  included  in  the  number  of  Ante-Natal 
attendances) . 
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REST  BREAKS  FOR  NURSES. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  the  Scheme  to  send  3  nurses  to 
Buxton  with  very  beneficial  results. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.— (1)  WATER. 

The  water  which  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water¬ 
works  Company  is  adequate  and  satisfactory.  No  samples  have 
been  taken  during  the  year. 

No  houses  are  supplied  by  well  water,  and  some  wells  which 
do  exist  are  not  used,  and  in  any  case  are  unfit  for  drinking. 

(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

All  new  work  is  supervised  by  the  Building  Inspector  through 
the  Surveyor’s  Department.  General  repairs  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  are  done  through  the  Sanitary  Department. 

Drainage  work  carried  out  through  the  Sanitary  Department 


is  as  follows:  — 

No.  of  yards  of  new  drains  laid  ...  ...  294 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  sewer  connections  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  ventilation  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  4 

New  intercepting  traps  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  inspection  chambers  ...  ...  ...  10 

Numbers  of  drains  unstopped  ...  ...  172 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

In  addition,  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out:  — 
Defective  pails  renewed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  9 

Defective  dustbins  renewed  ...  ...  140 

New  piggeries  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

New  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  samples  taken  from  watercourse  ...  2 


All  new  Plans  submitted  to  the  Surveyor  for  approval  are 
also  examined  by  the  Sanitary  Department.  This  system  of  col¬ 
laboration  is  particularly  useful  in  connection  with  the  enforcing 
of  adequate  Sanitary  arrangements  and  fire  escape  provisions 
with  regard  to  Factories  and  also  Sanitary  provision  and  washing 
facilities  in  connection  with  Shops  premises. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Much  trouble  and  nuisance  has  been  caused  by  the  pollution 
of  Mouse  Sweet  Brook  in  the  Old  Hill  Area.  This  is  an  open 
watercourse  which  divides  the  Borough  from  an  adjacent  County. 
The  pollution  in  the  first  instance  was  caused  by  a  trade  effluent 
with  a  Phenol  content  and  a  considerable  gassy  smell  emitted 
through  the  street  manhole  covers  and  service  water  gullies  for  a 
distance  of  over  half  a  mile  in  a  densely  populated  area. 

Generally  the  street  gullies  are  of  an  obsolete  pattern,  square, 
flat-bottomed"  and  untrapped,  hence  the  nuisance.  The  Council 
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might  consider  with  advantage  a  gradual  replacement  with  glazed 
stoneware  gullies,  properly  trapped  with  round  bottoms.  The 
round  bottoms  would  facilitate  adequate  and  efficient  emptying 
and  the  trap,  apart  from  the  prevention  of  possible  smells,  would 
be  a  deterrent  to  rats  passing  in  and  out  of  the  surface  water 
sewers. 

Further  nuisance  was  also  experienced  for  several  weeks  from 
sewage  which  was  diverted  into  the  Brook  during  repairs  to  the 
sewers  of  an  adjoining  authority.  Unfortunately,  adjacent  water¬ 
cress  beds  became  polluted  and  steps  had  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
this  commodity  being  put  on  the  market. 

3.— (1)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  existing  privies  are  inaccessible  to  the  sewer.  The  W.C., 
Ashpit  and  Cesspool  accommodation  in  the  borough  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  December,  1944,  is  as  follows:  — 


Wards. 

No.  of 
W.C’s. 

No.  of 
Bins 

No.  of 
Privies. 

No.  of 
Pails. 

No.  oi 

Cess¬ 

pools 

Cradley  Heath  ... 

2790 

2735 

3 

15 

1 

Old  Hill 

2834 

2856 

3 

8 

1 

Blackheath 

1890 

2098 

— 

— 

— 

Rowley  Regis  ... 

3316 

3652 

12 

28 

11 

Tividale 

2153 

2012 

15 

21 

5 

Totals 

12983 

13353 

33 

72 

18 

(2)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  cesspool  emptyings  are  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s 
Dapartment,  with  the  gully  emptying  machine,  in  conjunction  with 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Sanitary  Department.  They  are  situ¬ 
ated  as  follows:  — 

Premises:  CESSPOOLS. 

Briardene,”  Oakham. 

“  Beulah,”  Oakham. 

“  Braemar,”  Oakham. 

“  Brookfield,”  Oakham. 

“  Golf  Club,”  Oakham. 

“  Wellfield,”  Oakham. 

“  Del-garda,”  New  House,  Darby's  Hill. 

Marler  Bros.,  Perry’s  Lake,  Rowley  Regis. 

“The  Dell,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

‘ ‘  Lyndale,”  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

Diamond  Cottages,  Gadd’s  Green,  Rowley  Regis. 

Two  Cottages,  Richard’s  Quarries,  Gadd’s  Green. 

The  “  Spiers,”  New  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  Road, 
Tividale. 

“  Pontymoile,”  Birmingham  to  Wolverhampton  New  Road. 
“  Windymoor,”  Darby’s  Hill,  Oakham. 

Smart,  Moor  Lane,  Rowley  Regis. 

Cricket  Field,  Old  Hill. 

Kendrick  &  Mole,  Corngreaves  Road,  Cradley  hleath. 
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DISPOSAL. 

Centralised  tipping-  continues  at  Powke  Lane.  The  place  is 
well  maintained  and  has  been  kept  free  from  fires,  vermin  and 
nuisance.  All  material  goes  over  a  weigh-b ridge. 

The  tip,  which  was  originally  a  marlhole,  receives  a  large 
watershed  area,  but  it  is  kept  dry  for  tipping  purposes  by  drainage 
into  a  sump  25  feet  in  diameter  from  which  an  electric  pump 
operates.  Pumping  was  held  up  for  a  few  weeks  in  April  owing 
to  thousands  of  frogs  choosing  this  particular  “pool”  this  year 
for  their  trysting  place. 


13 


CO 

W 

o 

(— I 
> 
& 
w 

CO 

O 

£ 

HH 

CO 

£ 

< 

w 

o 


w 

C/3 

P 

P 

w 

& 

w 

p 

< 

(2 

H 

P 

p 

< 

w 

co 

P 

O 

W 


05 


CO 


CO 

hjO 

a 

•r-l 

rV 

p 

03 

u 

p 

03 

03 

P3 


S 

o 


co 

m-> 

CO 

O 


O 


. 

■  J  rH 

rH|rJ< 

1 

<  o  Q  w 

co  .2  P  -p 

9®co 

r-H 

P 

r-H  ’ 

o 

r-H 

r-H 

O  P  co  P 

pn  P  c-i  03 

«  M  o  ^ 

nd.S£-^ 

°  ^  T3  Pm  p  § 

c  2  3  03  P  ™ 

goO, 

w  «  ^ 

—M  00 

C4 

CO 

C/S 

r-< 

03 

r-H 

IS 

r-H 

00 

CD 

CD 

p? 

TF 

X 

00 

l> 

' — 1 

LO 

Pr  ■  r— H  rrH  ‘  H  v 

H  7l  o  U  ^  r  • 

^•5a)|§p 
o  gpo  § 

CO 

CD 

C0|Tj<  rH|oa 

iH|rj* 

rH|H 

^P00 

i-H 

p 

CO  T-H 

lO 

OO 

X 

55S.3  S-a 

w  u  d  -p 

H  P  £‘p 

o  g  £  S 

Ss 

ce  oo 

04 

CO 

O 

t-H 

o 

r-H 

03 

03 

03 

X 

'-U-M  -V 

oo 

so 

lO 

o 

co 

CD 

T— 4 

X 

o  ^  * 

t> 

C4 

l"- 

•> 

iMfcM 

rH|oa 

rH}^1 

tH|CvJ 

§  O  co 
.2  -p  -p 

LO 

P 

o 

r-H 

■r-H 

r-H 

.  o 

d  2  § 

CO  t>  oo 

00 

CO 

CO 

04 

mm 

X 

1  .  *  r-»  »H  ti 

he  to  O  o  " 

PQ 

r— c 

P  P  P  •  rj  p 

" — " 

CO  o 

I> 

CO 

r> 

Disposal, 
i  includi 
excludi 
rges,  depi 
contribu" 
outlay  an 

N3cr  cq 
o 

■H 

o 

*—H 

S3 

04 

X 

coIrfH®* 

H|rtl 

rHp^ 

^  CT3 

LO 

O 

o 

03 

<7> 

^gp  p  3 

O  fl  -P 

m  L'  00 

00 

CO 

CO 

CO 

O 

r— > 

MT 

«  £■§< 

O  O 

03 

co 

03 

'-wP  04 

CD 

S3 

04 

X 

d  03  d 

o 

O 

O  In  O 

r>H 

r*H 

I 

pM|o 

rM|lN 

<H|C>i 

1  -2  42 

JhlH 
"0  ^ 

CO 

r— < 

O 

!  CO 

1 

o 

T“H 

-p  co  P 

d  a  03 

_ _ _ 

cr!  «> 

CO 

w 

CD 

CD 

|  CD 

X 

nn  bo’3  o  ^ 
y  ^  d 

PQ 

CO 

r-H 

LO 

r-H 

r-H 

lO 

X 

f-i  rH  *  rH  rH  .  . 

o  P  .p  P_g  9 

MM  5  3  03  p  d 

SOrh  04 

lO 

P> 

LO 

S3 

04 

r—H 

s 

Mf 

w  p  ^  cn  P  43 

h!  ’M  O  D  o  +j 

P  he  o  P 

CO 

P 

CD  — 

LO 

r-H 

»-H 

- 

O  p  O 

°A£|  =33 

03  P  M-m 

c<y 

co 

CO 

S 

r-H 

t> 

T-H 

X 

CC  I  ' 

cc 

X 

r> 

P  >  P 

pc?  CM  C4 

<7> 

S3 

X 

P  4)  P 

CNI 

r*H 

r-H 

lO 

i  o  u  <j 

»— H 

CO 

CO 

tuO 

P 

•  rH 

£ 

O 

Jp 

co 

03 

k— H 

P 

H 


CO 

*h 

cj 

r— H 

P 

o 

-  rH 

-p 

p 

P 

P 


C4 


<13 


H 

2 

o  £ 

8 1 
=d 


P 

o 


1-1 

43  rt 

Pm  O 


u 

03 

P 


43 


w  §  £ 

p  p  p 

s  *  2 

w  Wh 

«  8  8 
^  O  o 

Jh  Vh 

oo 


04 


w 

O 

O 

-t-> 

03 

£ 


CO 


03 
P 
P 

.  4-> 

CO  P 
H  P  ® 
Lo  d  3 
o  p  5 
,2  p  o 

u  x  2 

H  W  H 
I— 1 

£  co  CO 

klT  CO  CO 

Poo 

P 


P 

o 

-p 

P 

43 

P 

-P 

C/3 

o 

u 

-p 

03 


P 

o 

•  rH 

-P 

P 

r—< 

P 

P 

O 

P 

o 

o 

o 


P 

03 

p 

-p 

C/3 

o 

o 

M-> 

03 


C/3 

03 

C/3 


03 

P  ^ 
P"P 
^  03 

P  tj 

°  JU 

m  P; 

03  O 


CO 

p 

o 

rP 


OO  £  £ 


CO 

'  rH 

(1) 
c o 

o  >3 
®  £ 
^  p 

pp 

«  £ 
CO  ^ 

-p  S 

CO  p 

o  p 


03 

£ 


mT  I/O 


CO 


CO 


14 


CLEANSING  SERVICES. 


Application  was  made  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  Refuse 
Vehicle  and  a  “Scammel"  12-cub.  yd.  rear  loader  was  delivered  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  will  be  put  into  commission  on  1st  Janu¬ 
ary,  1945.  This  replaces  a  freighter  which  has  had  a  continuous 
non-stop  record  of  13  years. 


Strange  though  it  may  seem,  the  dry  refuse  which  is  collected 
in  the  vehicles  cankers  and  corrodes  the  steel  bodywork,  going 
through  a  thickness  of  ^-inch  (one-eighth  inch)  steel  plate  in  little 
more  than  three  years.  A  pitch  and  tar  coating  makes  no  differ¬ 
ence. 


When  the  new  vehicle  is  put  to  work  in  the  new  year,  an 
experiment  will  be  made  with  three  different  forms  of  application 
on  the  interior  body  metal  work  to  test  for  corrosive  action.  A 
favourable  result  is.  hoped  for  and  will  be  reported  on. 

1.  — Total  refuse  collected  in  tons,  ended  31st  March,  1944 

—7,121*. 

2. -— Population  :  Middle  of  1943  (estimated) — 45,430. 

3.  — Area  (statute  acres) — 3,828. 

4.  — Weight  (in  cwts)  per  1,000  population  per  day,  3G5  days 

to  year — 8.58  cwts. 

5.  — Number  of  houses  and  premises  end  of  1943 — 11,984. 

6.  — Method  of  disposal: 

Controlled  Tipping. 

7. --— Method  of  collection: 

Mechanical  vehicles  Percentage  of  refuse  collected 

4  100% 

8.  — Average  length  of  haul — -2^  miles. 

9.  —  No.  of  employees  other  than  clerical: 

Collection  Disposal 

Foreman  ...  ...  *  ...  \ 

Others  ...  ...  1C>  ...  3 

The  financial  balance  of  salvage  returns  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1944,  which  is  not  included  in  the  returns  of  refuse 
is  approximately  ^950  15s.  lid. 

The  all-in  costs  on  the  rates  therefore  for  refuse,  collection, 
disposal  and  salvage  work,  including  loan  charges,  depreciation, 
revenue  contributions  to  capital  outlay  and  rents,  amounts  to 
approximately  ,-£6,317  6s.  2d.  as  against  ^6,400  5s.  2d.  for  the 
previous  year. 
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WASTE  RECOVERY. 


The  estimated  value  of  Salvage  Sales  is  as  follows 


Jj 


d. 


February 

285  12 

2 

March 

230  4 

7 

April 

270  19 

10 

May 

338  19 

11 

June  . 

263  13 

5 

July  . 

226  3 

10 

August  ... 

•  •  • 

229  15 

4 

September 

208  8 

3 

October 

249  16 

7 

November 

228  19 

4 

December 

93  12 

1 

£2,877  1 

10 

The  following  are  the  amounts  of  waste  material 

recovered 

and  returned  to  industry:  — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs 

Lbs. 

Waste  paper  ... 

228 

10 

3 

0 

Pig  food 

.313 

18 

3 

0 

Baled  tins 

96 

13 

1 

0 

Scrap  metals  (ferreous) 

30 

16 

1 

0 

Bones  ... 

11 

18 

3 

14 

Rags 

9 

10 

1 

14 

Broken  glass  ... 

89 

3 

3 

0 

Bottles  and  jars,  etc.  ... 

46 

10 

0 

0 

Scrap  rubber  ... 

4 

1 

2 

0 

It  is  with  difficulty  that  the  communal  Pig  Food  bin 

s  are  kept 

in  anything  but  a  respectable 

condition 

Fastened 

lids  soon 

become  torn  away  and  bins  have 

a  habit  of  disappearing.  They, 

however,  appear  to  be  good  food  centres  for  sparrows  and  dogs, 
but  the  mess  they  make  is  anything  but  hygienic. 

Bone  bins  need  constant  renewal  and  replacement  as  they 
make  an  admirable  attraction  to  children  with  good  strong  sticks. 


All  the  raw  material  is  delivered  to  Messrs.  Normansells, 
Dudley  Port,  and  here  is  concentrated. 

The  output  of  Salvage  is  gradually  declining,  and  whilst  a 
good  financial  balance  is  maintained,  pig  food  collection  and  sales 
are  a  liability. 
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The  District  has  been  canvassed  during-  the  year  and  circulars 
distributed.  The  leaflet  “  Salvage  in  the  dust-bin  is  as  good  as 
a  Nazi  salute”  brought  in  an  immediate  response  of  10  tons  of 
paper  with  a  further  increased  collection. 

Miss  Nellie  Tench,  the  local  leader  of  the  W.V.S.,  has,  as 
usual,  been  of  great  help  during  the  year  with  her  band  of  willing- 
workers. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

Continuous  activity  has  been  made  by  the  Department  to  deal 
with  infestation  in  the  area.  Packets  of  pre-bait  and  poison  (Zinc 
Phosphide)  was  prepared  and  sold  to  the  public  for  minor  infesta¬ 
tions.  In  every  case  satisfactory  results  have  been  reported. 

In  March,  during  the  Publicity  Campaign,  posters  of  our  own 
anc  those  of  the  Ministry  were  exhibited,  and  adverts,  in  the  local 
papers  were  issued,  but  the  result  was  disappointing  Two  com¬ 
plaints  were  submitted  by  letter,  three  by  telephone,  two  by 
coupon  and  only  four  verbal  complaints  reached  the  Office. 

The  “Direction”  served  on  the  Council  to  disinfest  the 
Sewers  during  the  first  week  in  May  was  preceded  by  Pilot  bait¬ 
ing  from  10th-14th  April.  Seventy-two  manholes  were  baited  with 
the  following  results:  61  not  taken,  2  part  taken,  2  complete  takes 
and  7  washed  away.  There  are  a  total  of  637  Corporation  sewer 
manholes. 

The  apparent  infestation  appeared  to  be  in  one  particular  area 
and  consequently  33  manholes  were  treated  during  the  first  week 
in  May,  but  the  result  was  negative. 

The  total  income  received  during  the  year  for  the  disinfesta¬ 
tion  of  premises  was  £39  16s.  6d. 

With  regard  to  Corporation  property,  the  chief  infestation 
was  found  on  the  tip  and  in  the  salvage  premises.  The  floors  of 
the  salvage  sheds  were  so  badly  honeycombed  with  rat  runs  that 
it  can  only  be  described  as  that  resembling  the  life’s  work  of  the 
“  Elm  Bark  Beetle.” 

Bone  storage  is  made  rat  proof  by  having  brick  built  con¬ 
tainers  with  iron  lid  shutters. 

Attention  was  given  to  the  tip,  which  was  systematically 
gassed  with  “  Cynag  ”  throughout  the  year.  Splendid  results 
were  obtained,  which  was  particularly  noticed  after  a  fall  of  snow. 
This  acted  as  a  “white  newspaper,”  which  recorded  the  events 
of  the  night’s  activity,  rats  being  easily  traced  by  their  footmarks 
and  trail  of  their  tails. 
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It  is  interesting-  to  note  that  the  tip,  which  has  an  elliptical 
surface  perimeter  of  over  half  a  mile  with  sloping  sides  covered 
with  thick  vegetation,  was,  before  treatment,  the  happy  hunting 
ground  of  the  “  Kestrel.”  The  visitations  have  now  ceased. 

(3)  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.— THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1944. 


HOUSES. 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Houses  where  no  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  115 

Houses  where  defects  were  found  to  exist  ...  ...  358 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  inspected  during 

the  year  1944  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

RE-VISITS  to  houses  for  work  in  progress  ...  1,399 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 


Nature 

No  of  Individual 
premises  visited 

Total  Number  of 
Inspections  made 

Shops  Inspected  under  Shops  Acts  ... 

100 

106 

Verminous  Premises 

319 

779 

Drains 

574 

979 

Urinals  ... 

1 

1 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

19 

371 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

1 

7 

Foodstores 

415 

1634 

Stables  and  Animals  kept  ... 

17 

17 

Piggeries 

190 

1004 

Factories 

140 

230 

Bakehouses 

26 

217 

Cowsheds 

24 

155 

Dairies  ... 

16 

100 

Van  Dwellings 

87 

87 

Carbide  Stores 

11 

29 

Petroleum  Stores  ... 

104 

233 

Smoke 

12 

12 

Infectious  Diseases 

192 

293 

Cinemas  ... 

4 

11 

Defective  Bins 

303 

580 

Defective  Pails 

2 

6 

Water  Courses 

5 

95 

Complaints  investigated 

673 

673 

Paraffin,  Oil  and  Paint  Stores 

— 

— 

Schools  ... 

22 

48 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

12 

INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS  ...  1247 
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Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 
discovered  during  1944. 

DWELLING  HOUSES: 

Defective  roofs  of  coalhouses  &  verandahs 
Defective  roofs 
Defective  chimneys 
Defective  brickwork  and  joints  ... 
Defective  and  dangerous  walls  ... 
Defective  or  no  spouting-  ... 

Defective  hot  water  systems 
Water  or  sewag-e  in  cellars 
Defective  yard  paving- 
insanitary  Structures 
Accumulations 
Defective  dust  bins 
Insufficient  and  insanitary  ashpits 
Dampness 

Dirty  dwelling-  houses 
Dirty  living  rooms 
Dirty  bedrooms 
Dirty  staircases 
Dirty  pantries  and  cellars  ... 

Dirty  floors 

Defective  and  dangerous  ceilings 
Defective  wall  plaster 
Defective  doors,  casements  and  steps  ... 
Defective  firegrates,  brickwork  and  fire¬ 
grate  mantels 

Defective  window  frames,  fastenings,  etc. 
Defective  sash  cords 
Rent  book  not  provided 
Insufficient  ventilation  under  floors 
No  washing  facilities 

Insufficient  coalhouse  accommodation  ... 
Verminous  houses  ... 

Defective  and  dangerous  floors  ... 
Verminous  persons  and  articles  ... 


No.  of  Defects  Total 


No.  of  remedied  by  No.  of 
Defects  Informal  Formal  Defects 


found 

action 

action 

remedied 

2 

LA 

2 

76 

41 

— 

41 

29 

11 

— 

11 

— 

2 

— 

2 

18 

3 

— 

3 

25 

31 

— 

31 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

25 

24 

1 

25 

>54 

181 

11 

192 

— 

3 

— 

3 

8 

2 

— 

2 

21 

10 

2 

12 

8 

7 

— 

7 

14 

8 

— 

8 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

2 

— 

9 

19 

11 

— 

11 

13 

3 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

2 

5 

3 

_ 

3 

7 

5 

— 

5 

25 

9 

— 

9 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

6 

— 

6 

6 

6 

— 

6 

39 

41 

— 

41 

16 

17 

— 

17 

— 

8 

. _ 

8 

20 


Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

No.  of 
Defects 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 
Informal  Formal 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 

discovered  during  1944. 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  dwell- 
ing  house 

2 

2 

— 

2 

WASHHOUSES: 

Defective  roofs 

14 

9 

— 

9 

Defective  chimneys 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  in  walls... 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Dilapidated  and  dangerous  washhouses... 

7 

10 

— 

10 

Dirty  washhouses  ... 

5 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  floors 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  ceiling  and  dangerous  plaster... 

— 

1 

~ 

1 

Defective  wall  plaster 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  boiler  fireplaces 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  washing  boilers 

13 

11 

— 

11 

Defective  boiler  brickwork 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  or  obstructed  sink  waste  pipes 

9 

3 

1 

4 

Insufficient  water  supply  ... 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Burst  service  pipes 

3 

2 

~ 

2 

Dangerous  covers — soft  water  cisterns  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  doors,  door  castings  and  steps... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  washhouse  accommodation... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

DRAINS  AND  WATER  CLOSETS: 

Defective  roofs,  W.C.’s,  ashbin  shelters 

7 

2 

— 

o 

Defective  and  dangerous  walls  ... 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Defective  brickwork  and  joints  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  soil  and  vent  pipes 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Dirty  water  closets  and  drains  ... 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Defective  floors 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  doors,  cases  and  steps 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Defective  flushing  apparatus 

19 

16 

1 

17 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints 

20 

13 

— 

13 

Obstructed  W.C.’s  and  drains  ... 

134 

134 

— 

134 

Defective  or  no  seats 

6 

5 

— 

5 

Burst  service  pipes 

2 

4 

— 

4 

Insufficient  water  supply 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 
discovered  during  1944. 

Insufficient  drainage 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Defective  drains 

Broken  inspection  chamber  covers 

Foul  privies 

Defective  pails 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s 

Defective  gully  and  gully-gratings 

FACTORIES: 

Insufficient  urinal  accommodation 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Defective  or  no  seats 
Insufficient  water  supply  ... 

Verminous 

Dirty  water  closets 

Defective  flushing  apparatus 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  W.C 

Defective  W.C.  pans  and  joints  ... 

Insufficient  screening 

No  washing  facilities  and  dirty  lavs.  .. 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s  . 

No  intervening  ventilation  space 
Defective  and  insufficient  drainage 
Defective  roofs  and  chimneys 
Leakage  of  cutting  oil 
Accumulations 
Filthv  factories 

j 

Dust  and  grit  nuisance 
Insanitary  pail  closets 


No.  of 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 

Total 
No.  of 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Defects 

found 

action 

action 

remedied 

7 

7 

— 

7 

5 

6 

— 

6 

17 

19 

1 

20 

5 

4 

2 

6 

1 

4 

— 

4 

1 

2 

— 

2 

6 

10 

— 

10 

4 

„ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

9 

o 

9 

— 

9 

0 

2 

_ 

2 

13 

16 

— 

16 

19 

A 

11 

— 

11 

4: 

6 

3 

— 

3 

2 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

5 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

PIGGERIES: 

Pigs  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 
Defective  roofs 
Defective  floors  and  walls 
Insufficient  drainage 


16  17  -  17 

15  18  -  18 
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Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 
discovered  during  1944. 

Filthy  . 

Accumulations 
Insufficient  ventilation 
Defective  and  obstructed  drains... 
Dilapidated 

BAKEHOUSES: 

Defective  ovens 
Dirty  ceiling  and  walls 
Dirty  floors 

Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Verminous  bakehouses 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 

Dirty  slaughterhouses 
Defective  doors 
Dangerous  chimney 

STABLES  AND  ANIMALS  KEPT: 

Dirty  stables 

Accumulations 

Nuisance  from  animals  and  poultry 

FOODSTORES: 

Dirty  yard  areas 
Defective  firegrate 
Insufficient  washing  facilities 
Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation 
Verminous 

Contravention  of  Meat  Regulations 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  and  dirty  floors 

Defective  doors  and  door  casings 

Dirty  foodstores 

Accumulations 

Insufficient  ventilation  under  floor 


No.  of 
Defects 
found 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 
Informal  Formal 
action  action 

Total 
No.  of 
Defects 
remedied 

9 

9 

1 

10 

15 

15 

1 

16 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 


o 

5 

7 

7 

1 

1 

1 

i — i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

>— i 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

6 

.  _ 

6 

— 

2 

— 

•  2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

6 

4 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

5 

4 

— 

4 

5 

3 

— 

3 

12 

14 

— 

14 

6 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Nature  of  Defects  or  Nuisances 

No.  of 
Defects 

No.  of  Defects 
remedied  by 
Informal  Foxmal 

Total 
No  of 
Defects 

discovered  during  1943. 

found 

action  action 

remedied 

Obstructed  drains  or  insufficient  drainage 

4 

5 

5 

Defective  ceilings  and  walls 

2 

3 

3 

Defective  window  frames  and  fastenings 

4 

3 

3 

Defective  bins 

2 

—  — 

— 

DAIRIES: 

Dirty  dairies 

2 

2 

2 

COWSHEDS: 

Dirty  cowsheds 

5 

3 

3 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation 

— 

2 

9 

Insufficient  water  supply 

- 

2 

2 

Insufficient  drainage 

— 

2 

2 

VAN  DWELLINGS: 

Occupying  land  without  licence  from  the 
Local  Authority 

14 

i 

i — i 

14 

SCHOOLS: 

Verminous  .v 

2 

—  — 

— 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

— 

7 

7 

WATERCOURSES: 

Polluted 

1 

3 

3 

Obstructed 

1 

1 

1 

CINEMAS: 

Accumulations 

2 

_  _ 

— 

CANTEENS: 

Inadequate  protection  of  food  against  flies 

1 

—  — 

— 

Dirty  kitchens 

— 

1 

1 

PETROLEUM  STORES: 

Defective  inspection  chambers  ... 

4 

—  — 

— 

Insufficient  and  obstructed  vent  pipes... 

1 

.  —  — 

— 

REFUSE  TIPS: 

Rat  infested 

— 

1 

1 
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B.  THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1944. 


(Distinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal). 


The  number  of:  — 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December, 
1943  . 

# 

FORMAL  NOTICES  on  the  books,  31st  December, 
1943  . 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1944  . 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE 
YEAR  1944,  re  Shops  Act 

FORMAL  NOTICES  served  during  the  year  1944... 


C.  THE  RESULT  OF  THE  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES. 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1944,  which 

were  outstanding  31st  December,  1943  ...  ...  110 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1944,  which 

were  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  358 

INFORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1944,  which 

were  served  during  the  year  (re  Shops  Act)  ...  5 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1944,  which 
were  outstanding  31st  December,  1943.  (These 
Notices  relate  to  condemned  property  not  yet 
demolished)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

FORMAL  NOTICES  complied  with  in  1944,  which 

were  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

-  479 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  on  the  books  31st 
December,  1944.  (For  analysis  see  below)  :  — 

Formal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

-  161 


129 


32 


525 


5 


9 


700 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  is  673. 
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OUTWORKERS. 


During'  the  year  15  lists  have  been  received  containing  102 
names.  Five  Reminder  Notices  were  sent  out  to  employers. 

(IV).  SHOPS. 

The  Shops  Act,  in  its  entirety,  is  carried  out  by  the  .Sanitary 
Staff,  and  the  following  activity  is  recorded:  — 

Shops  inspected — 100.  Re-visits — 106. 

Two  Notices' were  served,  for  serving  customers  after  hours. 
Three  Notices  were  served  for  remedying  defects. 

(VIII).  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

1.  Council  houses  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  houses  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Council  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

2.  Houses  are  disinfested  by  spraying  with  Zaldecide  and  fumi¬ 
gated  with  Cimex.  New  houses  are  gassed  with  Hydro- 
Cyanide  where  possible. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

Nine  boats  have  been  inspected  and  one  was  found  defective, 
requiring  repairs  to  cabin  roof,  painting  inside  and  outside  and  the 
Registration  Certificate  needed  renewing. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1872 

(2) 

and  Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  Nil 

(3) 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 

2..  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  313 

3  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Notices  were  served  on  properties 
in  respect  of  defective  dust-bins  as  follows:  — 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Preliminary  Notices 

were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Preliminary  Notices 

were  complied  with  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  184 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Legal  Notices  were 

served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  dust-bins  for  which  Legal  Notices  were 
complied  with:  — 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Essentiality  issued  ...  ...  19 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  11  cowkeepers  in  the  district  accupying  19  cow¬ 
sheds.  The  approximate  number  of  Milch  Cows  is  116.  There  is 
one  Bottling  establishment  for  Sterilised  Milk  and  one  for 
Accredited  Milk  to  whom  a  Principal  Licence  has  been  granted. 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  Register,  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1944  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 

Number  of  Wholesale  Traders  and  Producers  on  Regis¬ 
ter,  31st  December,  1944  ...  . .,  ...  ...  23 

Supplementary  Licences  granted:  — 

Tuberculin  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

SAMPLINGS  OF  FOODS. 

94  samples,  were  taken  for  analysis  by  the  County  Authority 
acting  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Borough.  Of  these  89  were  genuine 


and  5  were  adulterated,  as 

follows 

•  - 

Adult¬ 

Article 

Total 

Genuine 

erated  Nature 

Arrowroot 

1 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

4 

4 

— 

Bateman’s  Drops 

1 

1  No  quantitative 
particulars  of  in¬ 
gredients  stated. 

Betox 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Cheritone  iron  tonic 

1 

1 

— 

Cordial,  Black  Currant  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

Flour,  cake 

1 

1 

— 

Gelatine 

3 

3 

— 

Ginger,  ground  ... 
Glenerve  food 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine  substitute 
Glycerine  substitute  with 

1 

1 

— 

Borax  and  Honey 

1 

1 

— 

Golden  raising  powder  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Influenza  mixture 

Jam,  gooseberry,  full  fruit 

1 

1 

*■“ 

standard 

1 

1 

— 

Kidney  cure 

1 

1 

— 

Lemon  cheese 

1 

1 

— 
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Adult- 


Article 

Total 

Genuine 

erated  Nature 

Margarine,  special 

1 

1 

— 

Milk  . 

35 

32 

1  13%  deficient  in 

fat 

1  6.7%  ditto 

1  1.7%  added  water 

Milk,  pasteurised 

4 

4 

— 

Milk,  sterilised  ... 

7 

6 

1  trace  of  added 

water 

Milk,  tuberculin  tested: 

Pasteurised 

2 

2 

— 

Mustard  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Myrrh,  Tincture  of 

1 

1 

— 

Nutmegs,  ground 

2 

2 

— 

Oil,  Castor 

2 

2 

— 

Salts,  health,  double 

strength 

1 

1 

— 

Semolina  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Spice,  mixed,  ground 

1 

1 

— 

Soya  flour 

1 

1 

— 

Sponge  pudding  mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Suet,  shredded,  beef 

1 

1 

— 

Thyme  and  parsley  force¬ 

meat 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar,  raspberry 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar  red  wine 

1 

1 

— 

'T  he  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following-  particulars  of  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples 
taken  during  the  year  in  the  Borough:  — 


Designated  milk  samples  ...  ...  28 

No.  found  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  28 

Undesignated  milk  samples  ...  ...  33 

No.  found  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  30 


(B)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Pigs  are  being  dressed  for  Government  distribution  at  one 
Slaughterhouse  in  Cradley  Heath.  Eighten  other  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  licensed  within  the  Borough  and  these  are  used  for 
killing  cottagers’  pigs  as  required. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  and  inspected  in  the  district 
during  the  year  was  1,685. 


The  undermentioned  meat 
destroyed  during  the  year:  — 
Meat:  — 

Pigs’  carcases 
Pigs’  plucks 
Pigs’  livers 
Pigs’  lungs 
Pigs’  heads 


and  food  was  condemned  and 


899  lbs. 
165 
17 
2 

267 


5  ) 


29 


Pigs’  offal 
Pigs’  hearts 

Other  Foods: — 

Sausages 

Bacon 

Cheese 

Fish 

Flour  . 

Fish  cake  roll 
Biscuits 
Dried  fruits 
Prepared  puddings 
Shredded  suit 
Dried  milk 
Pickles 

Fish  and  meat  pastes 
Syrup 

Marmalade  and  jam 
Canned  vegetables 
,,  fruits 
,,  meats 
, ,  milk 
,,  fish 
,,  soups 

>>  tongue  . 

,,  meat  and  vegetables 

No.  of  eggs — 469. 


47 

4 


>  > 


40 

18i 

Hi 

1,029 

25 

3 

22i 

208 

39 

15 

li 

10i 
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30 

1401 
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2041 
43i 
13 
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PUBLIC  MORTUARIES. 
During  the  year  12  bodies  have  been  received. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  following  articles  have  been  disinfected  by  steam 


Waterfall  Lane  Depot:  — 

Beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Bed  covers  ...  ...  ...  18 

Mattresses  ...  ...  ...  6 

Blankets  ...  ...  ...  292 

Sheets  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Pillow  cases  ....  ...  ...  48 

Bolsters  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bolster  cases  ...  ...  ...  17 

Counterpanes  ...  ...  ...  30 

Overlays  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Shirts  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Trousers  ...  ...  ...  ,..  4 

Jackets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scarves  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dresses  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Shirts  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

J  umpers  ...  ...  ....  ...  3 

Blouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Towels  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Jerseys  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shawls  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Palliasses  ...  ...  ...  18 

Pants  ....  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stockings,  Corsets,  Underwear  31 


Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases — 118. 
Re  SCABIES. 

Number  of  persons  cleansed  at  the  Cleansing  Station, 

Waterfall  Lane,  Old  Hill  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  cleansed  at  the  Clinics — Females  ...  ...  56 

Males  under  5  years...  37 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  past  year  has  been  331,  as  compared  with  481  in  the  previous 
year. 

Small  Pox. 

No  notification  of  Small  Pox  was  received. 

Diphtheria. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  in  1944  was  57  as  against 
80  in  1943.  The  numbers  of  deaths  in  consequence  of  this  disease 
was  6,  which  was  lower  than  for  the  previous  year.  During  the 
year  901  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  15  cases  notified  during  the  year,  from  which  13 
deaths  resulted.  The  number  of  deaths  was  lower  than  in  1943, 
the  comparable  figures  being  30  notifications  and  22  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

63  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  1944.  13  of  the 

cases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  and  the  remainder  were 
treated  at  home  by  local  practitioners.  There  were  no  deaths  in 
consequence  of  this  disease. 

Cancer. 

The  recorded  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  Cancer  and 
Malignant  Disease  shows  a  decrease  of  3,  being  52  against  55 
for  1943. 
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Tuberculosis. 

22  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  and  5 
deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases  were  registered  in  1944, 
corresponding  with  32  and  4  respectively  in  1943. 

Home  visits  to  turberculosis  patients  were  made  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  as  follows: — - 

1943  1944 


Visits  .  120  ...  66 

Re-visits  ...  ...  263  ...  331 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

Erysipelas. 

9  cases  were  notified  in  1944,  as  compared  with  3  in  1943. 

Measles. 

119  cases  were  notified.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Whooping  Gough. 

62  cases  were  notified.  1  death  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  have  occurred  in  this  district  in  the  past  year. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

This  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Scabies  and  Verminous  Persons. 

Some  considerable  time  has  been  given  to  this  phase  of  Public 
Health  work  during  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  being  instructed 
to  pay  particular  attention  to  this  problem.  Cases  of  Scabies 
needing  treatment  were  dealt  with  at  the  Mace  Street  Clinic  where 
the  Gas  Cleansing  Unit  was  utilised  for  this  purpose.  A  woman 
attendant  was  appointe.l  for  three  sessions  per  week  and  children 
and  women  were  treated  by  hot  shower  baths  and  the  application 
of  Benzyl  Benzoate. 

Men  requiring  treatment  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Sta¬ 
tion  attached  to  the  Waterfall  Lane  Depot.  Infected  houses  and 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  were  disinfected  by  members  of  the  Sana- 
tary  Inspector’s  Staff. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


1.  ROUTS  ME  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

(a)  Age  Groups  of  Children  Inspected* 

Routine  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  as  far  as  poss¬ 
ible  during-  the  year  and  most  school  departments  were  visited  for 
this  purpose.  The  children  examined  were  entrants,  intermediate 
and  leavers,  i.e.,  as  soon  as  possible  after  starting-  school,  at  the 
age  of  eight,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve. 

All  children  found  to  be  defective  were  re-examined  unless 
examined  in  one  of  the  code  groups. 

(b)  The  Minister  of  Education’s  Schedule  of  Medical  Inspection 
was  used.  The  statistical  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  tables 
at  the  end  of  the  report. 

II.  FINDINGS  OF  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Of  the  1,274  children  inspected  at  the  school,  377  were  found 
to  require  treatment,  i.e.,  29.59%.  The  percentage  in  the  three 
age  groups  was  approximately  as  follows:  — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.08% 

Intermediates  ...  ...  ...  18.85% 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  39.47% 

This  figure  does  not  include  children  requiring  treatment  for 
malnutrition,  uncleanliness  or  dental  defects. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

As  might  be  expected”,  the  majority  of  children  inspected  were 
found  to  be  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

Vermin  surveys  were  undertaken  at  intervals  throughout  the 
year  in  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  By  reference  to  liable  V, 
group  II,  it  will  be  seen  that  12,043  examinations  (12,482  in  1943) 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  that  759  individual  children 
(694  in  1943)  were  found  to  be  verminous. 

(b)  Nutrition.  , 

Bv  reference  to  Table  II  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  1,274 
children  examined  during  the  year,  351  were  reported  as  being 
of  excellent  nutrition,  738  normal,  174  slightly  sub-normal  and 
11  bad. 
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(e)  Visual  Defects  and  External  Eye  Diseases. 

All  cases  where  at  medical  inspection  the  vision  is  found  to 
be  worse  than  6/9,  6/9  are  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
for  special  examination.  Cases  with  even  so  good  vision  as  6/6, 
6/9,  are  referred  if  there  are  any  symptoms  pointing  to  eye  strain. 
External  eye  diseases  are  generally  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinic,  but,  if  necessary,  are  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

(d)  Nose  and  Throat  Defects. 

Cases  of  Chronic  Tonsilitis  and  Adenoids  form  the  bulk  of 
defects  under  this  heading.  240  cases  were  referred  for  operative 
treatment,  and  36  cases  were  referred  for  observation.  Other 
conditions  of  the  nose  and  throat  requiring  treatment  were  referred 
to  private  practitioners. 

(e)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

All  cases  are  first  referred  to  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 
Chronic  or  difficult  cases  are  then  referred  to  the  Aural  Clinic  for 
further  examination  and  treatment. 

(f)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

220  cases  were  found  to  be  requiring  treatment.  The  majority 
of  these  were  cases  of  slight  Postural  Kyphosis,  which  can  easily 
be  corrected  by  remedial  exercises. 

■(g)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism. 

Cases  of  heart  disease  and  rheumatism  are  referred  to  private 
medical  practioners  for  treatment,  and  in  the  intervals  between 
periods  of  treatment,  are  kept  under  observation  at  the  Clinics. 

(h)  Tuberculosis. 

Any  cases  of  Tuberculosis— definite  or  suspected,  discovered 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspections  are  referred  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  examination,  and  if  neces¬ 
sary,  treatment. 

(i)  Dental  Defects. 

All  the  children  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  School  Dental 
Officer,  so  that  dental  defects  discovered  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  are  not  recorded.  Nevertheless,  if  the  parents  of 
children  suffering  from  dental  defects  are  present,  opportunity  is 
taken  to  point  out  the  need  for  treatment  and  to  urge  them  to 
give  their  consent  to  such  treatment  as  the  School  Dental  Officer 
may  advise  on  the  occasion  of  his  next  visit. 

{j)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases. 

Cases  of  other  defects  or  diseases  found  to  be  in  need  of 
treatment  are  referred  to  private  medical  practitioners. 
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III.  FOLLOWING  UP. 

All  children  found  to  be  suffering-  from  defects  are  re-exam¬ 
ined  at  intervals  by  the  School  Medical  Officers — in  addition,  visits 
are  paid  to  the  homes  of  the  children  by  the  School  Nurses.  The 
following  figures  show  the  amount  of  work  carried  out:- 

Number  of  individual  children  attending  the  Clinics  ...  471 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  the  children  ...  ...  1831 

Number  of  primary  visits  by  School  Nurses  to  homes  ...  295 

Number  of  re-visits  to  homes  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  attendances  by  Nurses  at  School  Clinics  ...  441 

IV.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  treatment. 
(See  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  1940). 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

Combs  are  provided  at  the  Clinics  for  loan  to  parents  for  the 
treatment  of  children  with  verminous  heads. 

(b)  Minor  Ailments  and  Diseases  of  Use  Skin. 

The  number  of  minor  ailments  treated  during  the  year  at 
Clinics  was  98  (253  in  1943).  Most  of  the  cases  were  skin  condi¬ 
tions,  especially  scabies,  impetigo  and  septic  sores,  otorrhoea, 
blepharitis,  and  trivial  injuries,  which  would  not  have  received 
treatment  from  private  doctors  had  the  Clinics  not  been  in  exist¬ 
ence. 

* 

Most  of  the  ordinary  skin  diseases  are  dealt  with  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics,  with  very  successful  results. 

Cases  of  otorrhoea  resistant  to  ordinary  treatment  are  referred 
to  the  Aural  Clinic. 

(c)  Visual  Defects  and  External  Eye  Disease. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics  were  held  at  Carlyle  Road,  Mace  Street 
and  Trvidale  Clinics. 

Many  minor  cases  of  external  eye  diseases  were  treated  at 
the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  but  if  they  did  not  clear  up  within  a 
short  period  they  were  referred  to  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  fur¬ 
ther  examination.  178  cases  were  examined  during  the  year  by 
Dr.  A.  M.  Duff,  the  Authority’s  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  They  were 
classified  as  follows:  — 
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NEW  CASES. 


Hypermatrophia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  18 

Mixed  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  6 

Myopia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Myopic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Squint  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


54 

t 

RE-EX  A  M I M  A  T I O  N  S . 


Hypermetropia  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  44 

Mixed  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Myopia  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Myopic  Astigmatism  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

.Squint  ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 
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(d)  Nose  and  Ttiroat  Defects. 

154  cases  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  received  opera¬ 
tive  treatment  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme,  compared  with  115 
last  year.  The  cost  of  7  of  these  was  borne  by  certains  firms  in 
the  Borough.  All  operations  were  performed  at  the  Ear  and  Throat 
Hospital,  Birmingham.  Non-operative  cases  of  Nose  and  Throat 
defects  are  referred  to  private  medical  practitioners. 

(e)  Ear  Disease  and  Defective  Hearing. 

An  Aural  Clinic  is  held  at  Carlyle  Road,  Rowley  Regis,  and 
during  the  year  21  sessions  have  been  held  at  which  268  children 
have  received  treatment  and  282  attendances  were  made. 

(f)  Dentai  Defects. 

Every  effort  is  made  at  every  possible  opportunity  to  stress 
to  parents  and  children  alike  the  importance  of  a  clean  mouth. 
Constant  dental  supervision  is  necessary  to  ensure  this,  and  the 
teeth  should  be  inspected  every  6  months,  and  any  necessary  treat¬ 
ment  carried  out. 
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(g)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

Treatment  is  provided  at  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital  and  at 
“The  Woodlands”  and  “Forelands”  Open-Air  Hospitals  and 
Schools,  Birmingham. 

Idie  number  of  school  children  treated  under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme  was  92.  85  received  treatment  as  out-patients,  and  1  case 

received  treatment  as  in-patient,  whilst  6  other  cases  received 
treatment  as  both  in-patients  and  out-patients.  flic  result  of 
treatment  of  these  defects  has  been  very  good. 

An  arrangement  exists  between  the  Education  Committee  and 
the  Dudley  Education  Committee  by  which  massage  and  exercises 
can  be  given  to  the  children  from  this  Borough  at  “  The  Firs,” 
Dudley;  the  cost  being  the  same  as  at  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hos¬ 
pital,  Birmingham.  During  1944,  15  cases  received  treatment  at 
Dudley.  This  arrangement  is  more  convenient  to  residents  in 
certain  parts  of  the  area,  and  saves  the  Education  Committee  a 
certain  amount  of  expense  in  travelling  fares  for  necessitous  cases. 

Eleven  of  the  cases  treated  at  “  The  Firs,”  Dudley,  were  also 
treated  as  out-patients  at  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital. 

Appliances  were  supplied  during  the  year  in  10  cases. 

The  School  nurses  visit  the  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
hospital  before  their  treatment  has  been  completed,  and  these  visits 
often  stimulate  the  parents  to  persevere  in  attendance. 

(h)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism. 

These  cases  are  referred  to  private  medical  practitioners  for 
treatment. 

Rheumatic  children  are  kept  under  regular  observation  at  the 
School  Clinics  but  are  referred  to  their  private  medical  practitioners 
for  treatment. 

(i)  Tuberculosis. 

Cases  are  referred  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  to  the  Dudley 
Dispensary  of  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint 
Tuberculosis  Committee.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  indicates  if 
exclusion  from  the  school  is  desirable,  and  if  so,  for  what  length 
of  time.  This  exclusion  is  then  confirmed  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer.  Sanatorium  treatment  is  also  arranged  by  the  Joint 
Committee. 


(j)  Other  Defects  and  Diseases. 

Most  of  the  defects  are  treated  by  private  medical  practitioners, 
and  the  cases  of  acute  disease,  when  seen  at  the  School  Clinics 
are  referred  at  once  to  private  medical  practitioners. 


V.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 


(a)  Ascertainment. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  compulsorily  notifiable,  a  weekly 
report  is  made  by  the  Head  Teacher  of  the  non-notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  such  as  German  Measles,  Mumps,  and  Chicken 
Pox,  and  home  visits  are  made  by  the  Nurses,  advice  being  given 
on  general  hygiene  and  the  prevention  of  infection. 


The  Plead  Teachers  made  the  following  reports  during  the  year 
1944,  compared  with  1943:  — 


1944 

1943 

Measles 

.  285 

187 

Mumps 

.  43 

226 

Chicken  Pox 

.  215 

207 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  16 

12 

AVhooping  Cough 

.  54 

60 

Diphtheria  .... 

.  8 

19 

German  Measles 

— 

1 

Impetigo 

.  1 

13 

Scabies 

.  5 

7 

weekly  reports  by  the  Head  Teachers  are 

valuable 

to  the  prevalence 

of  non-notifiable  diseases.  If 

not  for  them  the  only  information  available  would  be  the  return 
of  deaths  from  the  diseases  in  question. 


(b)  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  exclusion  of  children  follows  strictly  on  the  lines  set  forth 
in  the  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  The  particulars  of  children  excluded  are  forwarded  to 
the  Head  Teachers  and  the  School  Attendance  Officers  on  the 
day  of  exclusion. 

(c)  Disinfection. 

Each  house  in  which  a  case  of  notifiable  disease  is  reported 
is  visited  by  a  Sanitary  Inspector;  instructions  are  given;  disin¬ 
fectants  supplied  and  fumigation  of  clothing  carried  out. 
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(d)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Facilities  were  available  for  School  children  to  be  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  at  the  School  Clinics;  291  being  immunised 
during  1944. 

(e)  School  Closure. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary,  but  individual  children 
are  excluded  as  required. 

(f)  Hospital  Treatment. 

Arrangements  are  made  to  hospitalise  cases  of  infectious 
disease  where  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease  or 
where  specialised  treatment  and  nursing  are  required. 

VI.  OPEN-AIR  EDUCATION. 

(a)  Playground  Classes. 

In  the  summer  months,  open-air  classes  are  held  in  Haden  Hill 
Park  with  very  good  results. 

(b)  Open-air  Classrooms  in  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

A  covered  playground  in  which  classes  could  be  held  is  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  Rowley  Regis  Senior  Boys’  School. 


VII.  PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 


The  Authority’s  Scheme  for  the  provision 

of  free  milk  meals, 

which  came  into  force 

in  1932,  is  still  in  operation.  Most  of  the 

children  receiving  free 

milk  show  definite  benefit. 

A  Table  is  given  below  showing  for  each 

month  the  number 

of  individual  children  fed,  and  the  total  number  of  free  milk  meals 

supplied :  — 

Individual 

Total  Number,  of 

• 

Children 

Free  Milk  Meals 

Month 

Fed 

Supplied 

January 

301 

8,902 

February 

319 

10,877 

March 

280 

12,451 

April 

285 

6,683 

May 

312 

11,673 

June 

312 

11,293 

July 

315 

12,201 

August 

— 

— 

September 

273 

10,205 

October 

240 

9,066 

November 

23*3 

8,054 

December 

217 

6,856 
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VIII,  IX,  X,  XL  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS, 
TEACHERS,  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS, 

A  N  D  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

t 

This  has  been  obtained  as  in  previous  years.  Parents  attended 
Medical  Inspections  as  follows:  — 

Entrants  Intermediates  Leavers 

1943  ...  07.9%  48.07%  30.97% 

1944  ...  78.53%  77.80%  51.95% 

XII.  BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC 

CHILDREN. 

(a)  Ascertainment. 

The  School  Nurses  and  School  Attendance  Officers  co-operate 
in  this  matter,  cases  being  referred  to  the  School  Clinics.  Assist¬ 
ance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Staffordshire  Association  for  Alental 
Welfare  and  the  Secretary’s  report  will  be  found  below:  — 

(b)  Arrangements  made  lor  Supervision  of  Mentally  Defective 

Children  not  in  Special  Schools. 

All  such  children  are  supervised  and  routine  visits  are  made 
by  the  School  Nurses  and  School  Attendance  Officers  .  Occasional 
visits  are  also  made  by  Officials  of  the  Staffordshire  Association 
for  Mental  Welfare.  The  Occupation  Centre  at  Old  Hill,  although 
primarily  for  unedueable  defectives,  also  dealt  with  a  few  educable 
cases  which  are  for  some  reason  unsuitable  for  Public  Elementary 
Schools. 

(c)  Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

“  Report  on  work  carried  out  for  Rowley  Regis  Education 
Committee  during  1944.” 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  a  further  year  of  work  on 
behalf  of  the  Rowley  Regis  Education  Committee. 

During  1944,  19  children  were  on  our  books,  six  of  these  being- 
referred  during  the  year.  From  this  number  eight  were  notified 
to  the  County  Council  as  being  ineducable  in  special  schools,  and 
we  are  glad  to  report  that  all  of  them  are  receiving  training  at 
the  Old  Hill  Occupation  Centre. 

We  have  been  particularly  glad  this  year  to  have  so  many 
young  children  referred,  as  naturally  they  can  respond  best  to 
training  before  they  have  been  confirmed  in  habits  of  laziness,  or 
in  feelings  of  frustration.  It  is  most  encouraging  to  see  their 
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progress  at  the  Centre,  where  they  can  have  social  life  with  others 
of  their  own  age  and  ability. 

50  home  visits  have  been  paid  during  the  year  and  many  inter- 

% 

views  held  for  the  children’s  welfare. 

The  Association  has  carried  out  this  work  for  Rowley  Regis 
Education  Committee  since  1925,  and  during  this  time  we  have 
endeavoured  to  give  guidance  to  parents  who  are  in  difficulty 
about  the  care  of  their  defective  child.  We  have  come  to  know  a 
large  number  of  defectives  in  their  school  years  who  are  now 
grown  up,  and  it  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  many  of  them  to 
have  been  able  to  make  a  friend  of  our  Visitor  before  leaving 
school,  and  for  the  parents  to  have  our  advice  on  problems, 
whether  of  behaviour,  or  of  employment,  that  have  arisen  as  the 
children  grew  up.  We  feel  it  has  been  a  great  privilege  to  carry 
out  the  work,  which  we  hope  to  continue  under  the  new  educational 
administration.  A  step  forward  has  been  taken  in  the  new  Educa¬ 
tion  Act  by  the  provision  that  defective  children  can  in  future  be 
notified  to  the  Local  Authority  from  the  age  of  two  years,  and 
that  feeble-minded  children  can  also  be  notified  when  they  reach 
the  school  leaving  age,  this  ensures  that  they  will  not  be  lost  sight 
of,  and  will  receive  the  care  and  protection  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts  if  need  be.  The  Act  also  has  arranged  to  discontinue  the 
necessity  for  certifying  a  child  before  he  can  be  sent  to  a  special 
school. 

Our  practical  experience  in  visiting  the  homes  of  the  feeble¬ 
minded  children  for  so  many  years  has  impressed  on  us  the  urg-ent 
need  for  the  provision  of  special  day  schools  and  classes  for  the 
training  of  these  children,  for  the  feeble-minded  child  cannot  be 
expected  to  make  any  progress  if  left  to  compete  with  normal 
children  in  a  large  class.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  priority  will  be 
given  to  the  building  of  special  schools  under  the  new  Act,  one  of 
whose  aims  is.  to  provide  special  educational  treatment  for  all 
children  who  need  it.  Fortunately,  special  training  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  ineducable  children  since  1926  when  the  Old  Hill  Occupa- 
t'on  Centre  was  opened,  and  has  been  under  the  devoted  charge 
of  Mrs.  Ashbourne  since  1927.  There  are  now  eleven  defectives 
from  the  area  on  the  roll  of  the  Centre.  Many  from  the  Centre 
have  obtained  employment,  in  other  cases  it  has  been  the  means 
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of  delaying  the  need  for  institutional  care  under  the  Acts,  but  for 
all  it  has  provided  opportunity  for  experiencing  individual  care, 
interest  and  training,  and  the  chance  for  each  one  to  develop  his 
capacity. 

The  work  of  t lie  Centre  has  been  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
enthusiasm  and  help  of  the  members  of  the  Old  Hill  Centre  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  have  seen  to  it  that  the  children  should  not  suffer  any 
lack  in  war  time  of  the  interests  of  peace  time.  They  have  given 
their  support  most  generously  to  the  children  at  their  Flower 
Show,  Christmas  Party,  Summer  Outings  and  Harvest  Festival. 

The  Association  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  tender¬ 
ing  its  thanks  to  the  Rowley  Regis  Education  Committee  for  their 
co-operation  and  help  for  twenty  years.  We  feel  that  the  work 
has  been  well  worth  while  and  sincerely  hope  that  nothing  will 
break  its  continuity  in  the  future. 

F.  H.  TOSH, 

12th  February,  1945.  Secretary.” 

(d)  Day  Open-Air  Schools. 

Rowley  Regis  does  not  possess  an  Open-air  School. 

XIII.  PARENTS’  PAYMENTS. 

Where  a  hospital  voucher  is  provided  no  payment  is  made 
by  Parents  towards  the  cost  of  treatment  at  the  Ear  and  Throat 
Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Cases  treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  pay  a  small  charge 
for  ointment,  dressings,  etc. 
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TABLE  I. 


RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Year  ended  31st  December  ,1944. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups:  — 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

Third  Age  Group 

Total  ... 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

Grand  Total  ... 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 
Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ... 


TABLE  H. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  inspected  during  the 
Year  in  Routine  Age  Groups  up  to  31st  December,  1944. 


Age  groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Excellent) 

i 

I 

(Nor 

mal) 

c 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

1 

r 

(Be 

) 

id) 

No. 

% 

No. 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

615 

136 

22.11 

404 

65.69 

74 

12.03 

1 

16 

Second  Age-group 

122 

28 

22.95 

76 

62.29 

18 

14.75 

— 

— 

Third  Age-group 

537 

187 

34.82 

258 

48.04 

82 

15.27 

10 

1 .86 

Other  Routine 
Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

1274 

351 

27.55 

738 

57.92 

174 

13.65 

11 

.86 

615 

122 

537 


1274 


Nil 


1274 


1560 
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TABLE  HE. 


Group  1. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uneleanfiness,  for  which 

see  Table  V). 

total  number  of  defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during 

the  year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  98 


Group  11. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I). 


Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

No.  of  1 

Defects  de 

alt  with 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Other¬ 

wise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint). 

176 

— 

176 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  (ex- 

eluding  those  recorded  in  Group  I.).  ... 

2 

2 

Total 

178 

— 

178 

Under 

the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

Other¬ 

wise 

Total 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed  . . . 

153 

— 

153 

(b)  Obtained  . 

2 

142 

144 
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TABLE  IV. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist: 

(a)  Routine  Age  Groups  .  .  ...  ...  5363 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  .  .  .  .  ...  91 

(c)  Total  Routine  and  Specials  ...  ...  5454 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  ...  4396 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2085 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  ...  2689 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to:  — 

Inspection  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

Total  -  356 

(6)  Fillings:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ..  ...  ...  600 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Total  -  756 

(7)  Extractions:  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  698 

Temporary  Teeth  ....  ...  ...  ...  3467 

Total  —  4165 

(8)  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  1189 

19)  Other  Operations :  — 

Permanent  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Temporary  Teeth  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  —  51 

TABLE  V. 

Uncleastliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  schools 

by  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,043 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  759 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  — 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  leg'al  proceedings  were  taken : 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  — - 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ...  ...  — 


TABLE  VI. 

BLIND  CHILDREN. 


At  a  Public 

At  another 

At  no 

Name 

Age 

Address 

Elementary- 

School 

Institution. 

School  or 
Institution 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DEAF  CHILDREN. 


Name 

Age 

Address 

At  a  Public 
Elementary 
School 

At  another 
Institution 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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